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Throughout modern and contemporary times in China, a special group – Western 
teachers – has made a special impact on Chinese education. They have brought to China 
different cultural traditions, political and social values, which may add to the diversity of 
Chinese culture, or may challenge traditional Chinese culture. They are worthy of adequate 
attention from the academic field.  
To fulfill this need, the present dissertation aims to provide a systematic research on the 
Western teachers in China. Based upon more than 100 interviews with 82 foreign people in 
Xiamen, I try to analyze the building process and composition of Western teachers’ social 
space. 
The dissertation comprises 6 chapters. 
Chapter 1 introduces the framework of the present research, the history of foreign 
presence in China, the related research findings. It serves as a historical and theoretical 
background for the whole dissertation. 
Chapter 2 focuses on Western teachers’ space of social network. The space is built up 
from scratch by developing friendship with other people in the host country. As their 
migration is mostly individualized, they are not supposed to know anyone in the host area in 
advance. Unlike the traditional migrants from the underdeveloped world to the developed 
world, they cannot rely on transnationalizing their original connections in their homeland. 
Their relations here are situated, short-term and intercultural, composed of mostly Westerners 
from the same job field. 
Chapter 3 sets the scene for understanding the links between the Western teachers and 
Chinese education field. I argue that the Western teachers, though influencing their students 
and the market of foreign languages learning in a unique way, belong to a space that is 
marginal in Chinese education. 













space, Western teachers have formed a sub-group of the multicultural sojourners community 
constructed by them and other foreign sojourners in the same city. This community is 
characterized as imbedded economically in the local economy, but with clear boundaries in 
terms of culture and social capital within and outside the community.  
Chapter 5 discusses Western teachers’ spiritual life. Taking religious life as an example, I 
examine how the Western teachers maintain their own belief, and at the same time, extend 
their relations with local Chinese. I find they try to construct an identity of foreign religious 
followers, by isolating themselves from local influence, and lowering the barriers within their 
own space. However, the gap between different denominations can never be bridged 
spiritually. 
Chapter 6 points out that the Western teachers’ social space is a sojourners’ social space, 
and that its construction process has been driven by the combined forces from the group itself, 
globalization, the political, social and cultural changes in China. Considering the structure of 
social space, its outer network and change in these two systems over time, the concluding 
chapter also points out that the research on the migration phenomenon under discussion, in 
which the migrant group emigrates from developed to developing areas, adds new 
perspective to the diversity of international migration research, since the conventional 
migration theories were usually proposed on the basis of analysis about migration from 
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